
Answering hard questions 

One of my favourite apologetic sermons is by an American pastor called Voddie Baucham. 

He was addressing this hard question: if God is all powerful, why do bad things happen? 

I’m not going to answer the question…until you ask it correctly. (Student) “Worked on 

that all week… what do you mean ask it correctly?” (Speaker) “You’re not asking the 

question properly.” (Student) “What do you mean ask the question properly? It’s my 

question! You can’t tell me how to ask my question!” (Speaker) “I will answer your 

question when you ask it properly.” (Student, with humble, calm voice) “How do I ask it 

properly?” (Speaker) “Here’s how you ask that question properly. You look in my eyes and 

you ask me this, “How on earth can a holy and righteous God know what I did and 

thought and said on yesterday and not kill me in my sleep last night?”  You ask it that 

way, and we can talk. But until you ask the question that way, do you don’t understand 

the issue. Until you ask the question that way, you believe the problem is out there. Until 

you ask the question that way, you believe that there are somehow some individuals who 

in and of themselves deserve something other than the wrath of Almighty God! Until you 

ask me the question that way, until you flip the script and ask the question this way, and 

say “Why is it that we are here today? Why has he not consumed and devoured each and 

every one of us? Why?! Why, oh God, does Your judgment and Your wrath tarry?” When 

you ask it that way, you understand the issue. When you ask it the other way, you believe 

in the supremacy of man. How dare God not employ his power on behalf of all mighty 

man. You flip the question around, you believe in the supremacy of Christ. 

Who’s supposed to answer such difficult questions? Is it the job of trained 

speakers? Or are we all supposed to be ready to answer such questions? We 

discover the answer to these questions in 1 Peter 3 v15-16: 

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect,
 
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 

against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

We are all supposed to be ready to give an answer. Peter is telling us to be 

prepared to give a reason for our hope. This might mean having the right answer 

on the spot, or not being afraid to say “I don’t know, I’ll check and get back to 

you”. But as those who have hope in Christ, we are to be able to articulate the 

reasons we have for this hope. Our ability to answer the different questions 

directed at us is not dependent on academic abilities. It’s rooted in Christ, the 

gospel, and our eternal inheritance. 

Common objections to Christianity: 

There are many objections to the faith we have. Here are the most common ones: 

 Why does God allow suffering? 

 What about other religions? 

 I am good so I’ll get to heaven! 



 Is the bible really reliable? 

 Hasn’t science disproved the existence of God? 

 Christianity is for the needy! 

 What about those who have never heard the gospel? 

The heart of the issue: 

To be able to give the right answer, we need to figure out the real reason for the 

objection. We need to figure out the heart problem that lead them to ask the 

question. Usually every objection would have one or more of the following behind 

it:  

 What is God like? 

 Am I being manipulated? 

 How can I know what is really true? 

 Who am I? 

For example: the objection “why suffering!” is addressing the character of God and 

how He relates to His creation. So we should address this issue in our reasoning.  

Helpful hints to answering questions:  

Is the bible really reliable? 
 

 Fragments of the NT remain 
from within the lifetime of 
the apostles. 

 We have the complete NT 
from 300yrs after 

 1st century Roman and 
Jewish historians agree with 
the bible. 

Hasn’t science disproved the 
existence of God? 

 There is lots of reliable 
evidence to prove the NT 

 A scientific explanation 
doesn’t mean God didn’t do 
it! 

 The NT is a reliable 
eyewitness account of what 
happened. 

 God created so is “outside the 
box”. 

Christianity is for the needy! 
 

 It is based on the facts of the 
NT, not feelings. 

 Just because it works, it isn’t 
made up! 

 We are needy, all of us! 
 Many Christians lives are 

harder! 

What about those who have never 
heard the gospel? 
 

 God is Just 

 No-one is without excuse –
Rom 1v20 

 Difficult question – we don’t 
know 

 God wants all men to be saved 
– 1 Tim 2v4 

 But you have heard, so what 
do you make of it? 



Why does God allow suffering? 
 

 God created this world 
without suffering 

 We have sinned 
 Our sin is the cause of this 

suffering 
 God is working to restore 

creation into its former place 
through Jesus 

What about other religions? 
 

 God is the one to show us the 
way, and He did in sending His 
own son to do so “the way, 
the truth…” 

 The NT accounts testifies 
about Jesus as being God 
Himself 

 No other religion proclaims 
God Himself, becoming human 
to bring us back to Himself 

I am good so I’ll get to heaven! 
 

 What will happen to all the 
sin done? 

 What will happen to justice? 
 God is just. He cannot let any 

sin (rebellion against God) go 
unpunished 

 

 

 

 

 


