
Peace in the Chaos 

Psalm 85 

Please Lord, do something! 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 85:1-7 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary:  

We are to hold dearly to who we are in Christ, consistently wrestle with 

God’s truth, and always remain in the gospel. 

 

 

1. We are to hold dearly to who we are in Christ: 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Consistently wrestle with God’s truth: v8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Always remain in the gospel: v8-13 

A) God holding back:  



 

 

 

 

B)  For a reason:  

 

 

 

 

 

The psalmist wrestles with the brokenness he sees around him in 

the nation of Israel. He wrestles with it as someone who belongs 

to God, in prayer, and meditating on God’s revealed truth. As he 

meditates, he arrives at the heart of the gospel. God can fix all 

the brokenness in this world, but this requires His glory to dwell 

in this land. This comes with horrifying implications. In order 

for true peace to be established, true righteousness needs to be 

found in this land, otherwise true horror will be found by those 

who fall short from the standards of righteousness. God holds 

back to spare humans His judgement. He holds back and sends 

His one and only Son to be the righteousness required (standards 

of purity before God) so that we can be safe in the presence of 

God’s glory. We see in verse thirteen of the psalm a great reason 



Fellowship group questions 
 

 Questions to use, select from or supplement  

 Why is human experience in this world characterised by 

brokenness, illness, death, war… etc? 

 Do you ever wonder why wouldn’t God fix all the brokenness 

of this world right now? 

 On a scale from 1-10 with 10 being the most positive, how 

would you describe your overall awareness of who you are in 

Christ on daily basis? 

 Why is it important to keep as close to 10 as we can in the way 

we hold dearly to who we are in Christ? 

 Where is the psalmist driven as he meditates on the brokenness 

around him in verse 8? Where else could he have gone? 

 What is required for true and final redemption from the 

brokenness of this world v9 and v10?  Does this give you an 

answer to question number two? 

 Why is God holding back v12? What is the ultimate goodness 

that can come from God? 

 Can you see Christmas and find wonderful reasons for 

celebrations in verse 13? 

 Conversation Starter...      Does anything stand out to you 

from the fruit of the psalmist’s meditation on God’s truth in 

verses 8-13?  


