
What am I? 
 
 
 

Will Paul speak...will you speak? (v1-2) 
 
 
 
 

When the going gets tough… 
 
 
 
●What does success look like? 
 
 
 
●Sharing the gospel means speaking (v2&4) 

 

 

Are we speaking for 
God? 

1 Thessalonians 2v1-6 

19th January 2020 



The gospel is God’s (v2) 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the gospel requires boldness in God (v2) 
 
 
 
 
 

Sharing the gospel is urgent (v3) 
 
 
 
 
 

Confronting accusations of wrong motives (v3-6) 
 
 ○Error (v3) 
 
 ○Impure motives (v3) 
 
 ○Trickery (v3) 
 
 ○People pleasing (v4) 
 
 ○Flattery (v5) 
 
 



 ○Greed (v5) 
 
 ○Glory seeking (v6) 
 
 

Why speak? - right motives (part 1) 
 
 ○Approved by God (v4) 
 
 
 
 ○Entrusted with the gospel (v4) 
 
 
 
 ○Tested and seen by God (v4-5) 
 
 
 
 ○Wanting to please God (v4) 

 
 
 

Living with God watching 

 
 

 

After the service, ask someone... 
What have you learnt from today? 
What can I pray for you? 



Growth group questions 
You will find it helpful to have heard the talk so 
why not listen at http://
leightonbaptists.org.uk/media-links/current-
teaching/ 

Some of these questions are personal and 
others are more general.   Feel free to pick and 
choose which questions your group will find 
most helpful.   

1. These verses contain many challenges.  What most encouraged you 
from 2v1-6? 

2. What is our ‘baseline’ attitude towards suffering for being (and 
speaking up as) Christians? Does it match up with Paul’s?  How? 

3. Paul’s visit to the Thessalonians was not a failure (v1).  What does 
‘success’ in Christian ministry look like?  Why is Paul needing to 
address this? 

4. What does it mean to have ‘boldness in our God to declare the 
gospel’ (v2 in the ESV)?  Why can this be true for every Christian?  
What do you feel about how bold we are?  

5. What is the difference between telling people the gospel and 
‘appealing’ to them?  Practically, how can we do this? 

6. Where have you seen wrong motives behind speaking of Jesus 
demonstrated in the wider church?  What harm does it do? 

7. In the first instance (v1-6) Paul doesn’t mention being motivated by 
his love for others (this will be addressed in the following verses).  
Why is it right that his sharing the gospel is primarily motivated by 
God himself?  

8. What 2 practical things can you do to take bold steps in speaking 
for God more than you do? 

Pray about your answers together 

 


